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May 19, 1981 

Memo To: Oim Allison 

From: Lorl Powers 

Subject: Keel a lined Wax Residue in Slorm Sewer 

1 have lnvestiyated the subject problem referred to in Steve Weber's 
memo dated t»-29-81. The present operational scyucnec for disposing 
of reclaimed wax and wax residue Is as follows: 

The reclaimer separates water, urea and wax residue into a small 
cover hopper. Ihc overburden of reclaimed wax goes into large 
Dumpsters (we fill about three Duinpslcrs a day). The water and 
urea are pumped from the small hopper Into the Dumpsters with the 
reclaimed wax. The wax residue is emptied about once a week. 

Recommended procedure changes to eliminate I he subject problem: 

1. Pump water and urea mixture Into closed containers. 

2. Fmpty wax residue Into closed containers. 

3. Let reclaimed wax harden In Dumpsler before being emptied 
into the dump box. 

These three changes are being implemented and should eliminate the 
problems. 
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HAZARDOUS WASTE GENERATION AND MANAGEMENT 

Waste No. I 
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5. Waste handling prior to disposal: 
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Waste disposal practice and manifest: 



HAZARDOUS WASTE OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT 

Waste No. '2— 

1. Waste name: •,) ,1 

ju/ 

/) j, ̂  
P J / O-r> f /' Hi 

2. Hazard classification: ̂  
C#->-T-r Ŵ-

3. Process producing waste: 
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5. Waste handling prior to disposal: 
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Waste disposal practice and manifest: 
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HAZARDOUS WASTE GENERATION AND MANAGEMENT 

Waste No. -3 

1. Waste name: 
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2. Hazard classification: 

3. Process producing waste: 
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4. Rate of waste production: // / 
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5. Waste handling prior to disposal: 

6. Waste disposal practice and manifest: 
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7. Reporting and recordkeeping: 



HAZARDOUS WASTE RATI ON AND MANAGEMENT 

Waste No. 

1. Waste name: 
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6. Waste disposal practice and manifest: 
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Reporting and recordkeeping: 



HAZARDOUS WASTE UmERATION AND MANAGEMENT 

Waste No. AA 
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5. Waste handling prior to disposal: 
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C. Waste disposal practice and manifest: 
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/ 
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June 15, 1981 

Department of Environmental Quality 
522 S.W, 5th Avenue 

Portland, Oregon 97207 

Dear Mr. Baesler: 

Enclosed is the response you requested regarding the 
pollutant spill incident at our Portland facility on 

April 29, 1981, with a description of the cause of 
and our response to the incident, and measures taken 
to prevent further incidents. 

The April 29th incident resulted from a change in 

the method of disposal of waste from our wax reclaim 
unit. Previously the wax reclaim waste, consisting 

of a wax/urea/water mixture, was disposed of via the 
sanitary sewer. As this practice began to cause 

problems with wax build-up in the plant sewer lines, 
we changed to dumping this material into the drop 

box for landfill disposal. In the spill incident 
the liquid material had drained from the drop box, 

located on the shipping dock ramp, and wax had plugged 
the sump-pump at the foot of the shipping dock. The 

sump-pump is designed to automatically pump rainwater 

from the dock area to the storm drain along Johnson 
Creek Boulevard. With the addition of rainwater, a 

pond several inches deep formed and was pumped with 
a portable sump-pump to the storm drain grate at the 
roadside above the shipping dock. The maintenance 

crew which was involved was not aware of the polluting 
nature of the liquid which they considered to be 

mainly rainwater, and since they knew that the automatic 
sump-pump normally sent this water to the storm drain, 

they saw no harm in pumping to the roadside storm 
drain with the portable pump. The slope of the 

roadside caused the liquid to develop standing 

puddles alongside Johnson Creek Blvd. instead of 
flowing into the storm drain as intended, and the 
spill incident was the result. 

Corporate Offices: (503) 653-8210 ('J Clackamas Plant : (503) 653-82to r» Portland Plant: (503) 777 3881 
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We Look inuiiediate action the afternoon of the incident 
by vacuuming the puddled liquid into barrels for 
subsequent sewer disposal. The county has been 

contacted to have the roadside graded to promote 

proper drainage of the area. And the maintenance 

crew has been instructed in the proper disposal 

of the shipping dock pond if it needs to be pumped 

out again. Also, the drop box has been sealed and 
does not release contents into the dock area. 

We have initiated changes in the disposal of wax 
reclaim residue, I have attached a copy of a memo 

from the engineer assigned to implement necessary 
changes to prevent a reoccurance of the problem 

(attached memo from Earl Powers, dated 3/19/81). 

Previously we had disposed of wax reclaim waste 
by dumping the wax/urea/water mixture into the 

drop box. We are now separating the mixture by 
allowing it to cool and settle out in dumpsters. 

The liquid portion is drained into containers for 

subsequent sewer disposal. The hardened wax residue 

is emptied into the drop box for landfill disposal. 

And we are attempting to find a buyer for the liquid 
urea/water portion, possibly as an ingredient for 
fertilizer. Similar action has h,?en taken m n,.r 

Qockamas—facili ty to prevent any similar problems 
from developing at that nlant. 

I have also attached Hazardous Waste Generator's 
Identification Forms, as per your request, along 
with a copy of our EPA Form 8700- 12A, for each 

facility. Also attached is a process schematic. 

I have indicated areas of hazardous waste generation 

with dotted lines, with disposal routes indicated in 
paren theses. 

II you need further information regarding the spill 
incident or our hazardous waste practices, please 
contact me at 653-8210, Ext. 426. 

Sincerely, 

George C. Bissonnette 

Corporali; Offices. (503) 653-0210 ft Clackamas Plant : (503) 653-8210 ft Portland Plant: (503) 777-3881 




